CHAITANYA

AND

HIS COMPANIONS

J.    BengaVs great love for Chaitanya.
Chaitanya passed a\vay from this world in
1533 A.D. In the eyes of the people he had
already become an incarnation of God. The
V
Vaisnava biographers wrote long and erudite
memoirs of his life and teachings. The poets
sang of his emotional fervour and trances. The
sculptors and painters busied themselves in re-
producing the beauty of his handsome person and
chaitaTiyn, in paint- of the SaHkiHctiW' scenes where
1Tlgs'                    his trances and songs captivated
the soul of the admiring multitude. These were
often painted in lacquer on wooden boards used
as book covers and produced for the decoration
of the Bhagavata-literatare in Bengali from the
16th to the early 18th centuries. Parents in
Bengali homes gave to their children those
names by which Chaitanya was called, showing
how dearly they loved and cherished his memory.
Gauranga, Gaur, Chaitanya and Nimai have
since become very common names in this
country. Even the beloved city of Nadiya,